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Abstract  

This study examined the impact of business education on youths' empowerment, economic growth, and 
national development in Colleges of Education in Anambra State. Specifically, the study assessed the extent 
to which business education influences youths' empowerment, its impact on economic growth and national 
development, its role in entrepreneurial skills acquisition, and the challenges and opportunities it presents in 
the selected colleges. Adescriptive survey research design was adopted. The population comprised 4,977 
regular final-year Business Education students and their academic staff drawn from Federal College of 
Education (Technical), Umunze, and Nwafor Orizu College of Education, Nsugbe. Asample of 150 
respondents was drawn using simple random sampling. Astructured questionnaire, validated by two experts 
and tested for reliability using the Pearson Product Moment Correlation, was used for data collection. Data 
were analyzed using mean scores with a cut-off point of 2.50. Findings revealed that business education 
significantly enhances youths' self-efficacy, confidence, and leadership skills; positively impacts 
entrepreneurial activity, job creation, and economic growth; equips youths with essential entrepreneurial skills 
including innovation, risk-taking, and financial management; and that colleges face challenges such as 
inadequate resources, limited qualified faculty, and outdated curricula. The study concluded that business 
education is pivotal for fostering youth empowerment and driving sustainable national development, and 
recommended curriculum updates, industry partnerships, government-supported entrepreneurship 
programmes, and adequate funding. 
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Introduction 
Several views and opinions have over the years been put forward on the meaning and the place of business 
education at the primary, secondary, and tertiary levels. Business education is a comprehensive term referring 
to an educational process that involves, in addition to general education, the study of technologies and the 
acquisition of practical skills and knowledge relating to occupations in various sectors of the economy and 
social life (Anya & Neukar, 2014). The broad educational goals of business education distinguish it from mere 
vocational training, which is directed at developing particular skills required for a specific occupation or group 
of occupations. 
The Federal Government of Nigeria has acknowledged that approximately 80 percent of the country's youth 
are unemployed while 10 percent are underemployed (Salami, 2016). Data from the National Bureau of 
Statistics (2020) indicate that persons aged between 15 and 24 years had an unemployment rate of 41.6 percent, 
while those with post-secondary education recorded 21.3 percent unemployment. This underscores the urgency 
of education systems that translate into gainful employment and entrepreneurial activity. Business education, 
by its mandate, seeks to relate education to employment, job creation, and self-reliance. As Okorie (2021) 
observes, business education develops the mental and 
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