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The African continent has faced numerous security challenges in the past decades, 

including armed conflicts, political instability, terrorism, and transnational 

organized crime. These security threats have had a significant impact on the 

continent's development, human rights, and the overall well-being of its people. As a 

regional organization, the African Union (AU) has been at the forefront of efforts to 

address these security challenges and promote peace and stability in Africa's 

international affairs. However, the effectiveness of the African Union’s role in this 

regard has been the subject of ongoing debate and scrutiny. The study utilized 

Collective Security and Regional Integration Theories as the theoretical framework 

and secondary data were sourced from African Union official website, African Peace 

and Security Architecture (APSA) report. Academic journals, African Security 

Review, Journal of African Union Studies, Center for Strategic and International 

Studies (CSIS), United Nations reports, World Bank and other international 

organizations. Data collected were analyzed with content analysis and the findings 

revealed that: The African union peace and security council and Africa standby force, 

played a crucial role in enhancing collective security on the continent, The study 

concluded that the African Union played a vital role in advancing peace and security 

architecture, conflict prevention strategies and peace keeping operations and thus 

recommended the strengthening Regional Cooperation and capacity building and 

training. 

 

1. Introduction 

The African Union (AU) plays a crucial role in promoting peace and security in Africa's 

international affairs. The continent has been plagued by conflicts, political instability, and 

security challenges for decades, and the AU was established as a response to these issues. The 

organization's primary goal is to prevent and resolve conflicts, promote democratic governance, 

and protect human rights across Africa. Through its various smechanisms and initiatives, the 

AU aims to create a peaceful and prosperous continent where all countries can thrive. 

The role of the African Union in promoting peace and security in Africa's international 

affairs has been a subject of academic research and analysis. Scholars have studied the 

effectiveness of the AU's peace and security architecture, including the Peace and Security 

Council (PSC) and the African Standby Force (ASF), in managing and resolving conflicts on 

the continent. By examining the AU's peacekeeping missions, mediation efforts, and conflict 

prevention strategies, researchers seek to understand the challenges and opportunities for the 

organization in fulfilling its mandate. 

 

Empirical Review 

The Role of African Union in Promoting Peace and Security 

 The empirical review could involve analyzing existing studies, reports, and data on the AU's 

peace and security efforts. It may include qualitative and quantitative analysis of the AU's 
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peacekeeping missions, conflict resolution activities, and the impact of its interventions on 

peace and security in Africa. 

 

Key Focus Areas 

1. Peacekeeping Operations: Assess the effectiveness of AU-led peacekeeping missions in 

resolving conflicts in Africa. 

2. Conflict Prevention: Evaluate the AU's initiatives and mechanisms for conflict 

prevention and early warning systems. 

3. Mediation and Diplomacy: Examine the AU's role in mediating conflicts and diplomatic 

efforts to promote peace in the region. 

4. Security Sector Reform: Analyze the AU's efforts in promoting security sector reform 

in African countries to maintain peace and stability. 

 

Theoretical Framework 

The theoretical framework for analyzing the role of the African Union (AU) in promoting 

peace and security in Africa's international affairs involves drawing on various theoretical 

perspectives in international relations and peace studies. This framework helps understand the 

AU's peace and security efforts within a theoretical context, highlighting its significance, 

challenges, and potential outcomes. 

 

Collective Security and Regional Integration Theories 

By employing these theoretical frameworks, scholars can analyze and evaluate the AU's 

efforts in promoting peace and security in Africa's international affairs, providing insights into 

the organization's strengths, weaknesses, and potential for enhancing stability and conflict 

resolution on the continent. These theoretical perspectives serve as a foundation for 

understanding the role of the African Union in promoting peace and security in Africa's 

international affairs, offering a comprehensive framework for academic analysis and policy 

evaluation in the field of international relations and peace studies.  

In the context of analyzing the role of the African Union (AU) in promoting peace and 

security in Africa's international affairs, the theories of Collective Security and Regional 

Integration are particularly relevant and suitable. 

 

Collective Security Theory 

Collective Security Theory: This perspective asserts that regional organizations like the AU 

play a crucial role in responding to security threats collectively, promoting stability, and 

preventing conflicts through mutual defense agreements and security cooperation. 

Justification Collective Security Theory emphasizes the importance of collective action by 

regional organizations like the AU in deterring aggression, responding to security threats, and 

promoting peace and stability among member states. The theory highlights the significance of 

mutual defense agreements, joint security operations, and collaboration in addressing common 

security challenges. 

Instance of Application the AU's deployment of peacekeeping operations, such as the 

African Union Mission in Somalia (AMISOM), exemplifies the application of Collective 

Security Theory in addressing conflicts and stabilizing volatile regions. AMISOM's mandate 

includes protecting the Somali government, countering extremist groups, and supporting the 

reconstruction and stabilization efforts in Somalia, showcasing collective action and 

cooperation among AU member states. 

 

Regional Integration Theories  

Regional Integration Theories: Theories of regional integration highlight the role of 

institutions like the AU in fostering economic cooperation, political integration, and security 

coordination among member states to enhance collective security and peace 
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Justification Theories of regional integration emphasize the role of institutions like the AU 

in enhancing economic cooperation, political coordination, and security integration among 

countries within the African continent. Regional integration promotes mutual trust, 

interdependence, and shared governance structures to address common challenges and promote 

peace and development. 

Instance of Application: The African Peace and Security Architecture (APSA) established 

by the AU exemplify the application of regional integration theories in promoting peace and 

security. APSA comprises various components, including the Peace and Security Council, 

African Standby Force, and Continental Early Warning System, aimed at enhancing the AU's 

capacity to prevent, manage, and resolve conflicts on the continent through collective security 

measures and regional cooperation. 

The theories of Collective Security and Regional Integration are well-suited for analyzing 

the role of the African Union in promoting peace and security in Africa's international affairs. 

These theoretical perspectives provide a framework for understanding the AU's efforts in 

conflict resolution, peace building, and security cooperation, showcasing instances where these 

theories have been applied effectively to address security challenges and advance peace on the 

African continent.  

 

Challenges of Africa Union in Promoting peace and security in Africa International 

Affairs 

1. Limited Resources and Funding: One of the major challenges is the limited financial 

resources available to the AU for its peacekeeping, conflict prevention, and peace 

building initiatives. The AU heavily relies on external funding, which can be 

unpredictable and often comes with conditions that may not align with the organization's 

priorities. 

2. Political Will and Enforcement: In some instances, member states may lack the 

political will to comply with AU decisions and resolutions related to peace and security 

issues. This can hinder the effectiveness of the AU in mediating conflicts and enforcing 

peace agreements. 

3. Lack of Capacity and Infrastructure: The AU faces challenges in terms of capacity 

and infrastructure to effectively respond to complex and dynamic conflicts in Africa. 

This includes limited manpower, expertise, and logistical support for peacekeeping 

operations and conflict resolution efforts. 

4. Regional Divisions and Interference: Regional divisions and rivalries among member 

states can complicate the AU's efforts to promote peace and security in Africa. External 

interference and geopolitical interests from other actors can also undermine the AU's 

initiatives and create obstacles to achieving consensus and cooperation. 

5. Complexity of Conflicts: The diversity and complexity of conflicts in Africa present a 

significant challenge for the AU in effectively addressing root causes, managing crises, 

and sustaining peace. Conflicts often intersect with issues such as governance, human 

rights violations, identity politics, and resource competition, making them difficult to 

resolve. 

6. Inadequate Early Warning Systems: While the AU has established early warning 

mechanisms, there are gaps in the effectiveness and coverage of these systems. 

Improving early warning capabilities is crucial for timely and proactive responses to 

emerging conflicts in Africa. 

7. Limited Civil Society Engagement: Involvement of civil society, women, youth, and 

marginalized groups in peace building and conflict resolution efforts is essential for 

sustainable peace. The AU faces challenges in effectively engaging these stakeholders 

and integrating their perspectives into its peace and security agenda. 
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Addressing these challenges requires a comprehensive and coordinated approach involving 

AU member states, regional organizations, international partners, civil society, and other 

stakeholders. Strengthening the AU's institutional capacity, enhancing financial sustainability, 

promoting political dialogue and cooperation, and investing in conflict prevention and 

resolution mechanisms are critical steps to overcome these obstacles and enhance the AU's role 

in promoting peace and security in Africa's international affairs.  

 

Discussions and findings 

Overview of the role of the African Union (AU) in promoting peace and security in Africa's 

international affairs  

The African Union (AU) played crucial role in promoting peace and security in Africa by 

addressing conflicts, preventing violence, and supporting sustainable development on the 

continent. Since its establishment in 2002 as a successor to the Organization of African Unity 

(OAU), the AU has made significant efforts to enhance peace and security through various 

mechanisms, policies, and initiatives. 

One of the key roles of the AU in promoting peace and security in Africa is through the 

African Peace and Security Architecture (APSA). The APSA is a comprehensive framework 

that consists of various structures and mechanisms, including the Peace and Security Council 

(PSC), the Continental Early Warning System, the African Standby Force, and the Panel of the 

Wise. These mechanisms enabled the AU to prevent, manage, and resolve conflicts effectively 

across the continent (African Union Commission, 2021).The Peace and Security Council (PSC) 

is the AU's main decision-making body for conflict prevention, management, and resolution. It 

has played a significant role in addressing conflicts in countries such as South Sudan, Somalia, 

Mali, and the Central African Republic. Through several peacekeeping missions and mediation 

efforts, the PSC has contributed to enhancing stability and security in conflict-affected regions 

(African Union Peace and Security Council, n.d.). 

Moreover, the AU has also been actively engaged in conflict prevention and mediation 

efforts through its various regional peace initiatives and partnerships with international 

organizations, such as the United Nations. The AU's collaboration with the UN on peacekeeping 

missions, such as in Darfur and the Democratic Republic of the Congo, has been critical in 

promoting peace and security in the region (Aning, 2020). Furthermore, the AU has developed 

various normative frameworks and instruments to strengthen its peace and security architecture. 

For instance, the African Union Master Roadmap of Practical Steps to Silence the Guns in 

Africa by 2020 outlines specific actions to prevent and resolve conflicts, combat terrorism and 

violent extremism, and promote good governance and human rights across the continent 

(African Union Commission, 2017). 

In conclusion, the African Union played a crucial role in promoting peace and security in 

Africa's international affairs through its APSA mechanisms, peacekeeping initiatives, conflict 

prevention efforts, and normative frameworks. By addressing conflicts, enhancing stability, and 

supporting sustainable development, the AU contributes to building a peaceful and prosperous 

Africa. 

 

The results and findings from these efforts can be summarized as follows:  

1. Improved Conflict Prevention: The establishment of early warning systems by 

APSA has led to more proactive measures in identifying potential conflicts before they 

escalate. This has contributed to a more preventive approach to addressing conflicts in 

Africa, thereby reducing the likelihood of violence and instability. 

2. Effective Peacekeeping Initiatives: The deployment of peacekeeping missions by the 

PSC, such as AMISOM in Somalia, has played a significant role in stabilizing conflict-

affected regions. These missions have helped to mitigate violence, protect civilians, 

and create space for dialogue and negotiation, leading to improved security and 

stability in affected areas. 
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3. Enhanced Capacity Building: The capacity-building programs initiated by APSA and 

PSC have strengthened the peace and security institutions of African countries. This 

has enabled member states to better address conflicts internally, enhancing their ability 

to manage and prevent conflicts effectively. 

4. Successful Mediation and Conflict Resolution: The mediation efforts of PSC have 

been instrumental in resolving conflicts through dialogue and negotiation. By 

providing a platform for diplomatic engagement, the PSC has facilitated peaceful 

resolutions to conflicts, as seen in its involvement in mediating the South Sudan crisis. 

5. Continued Challenges: Despite the progress made by APSA and PSC, there are 

ongoing challenges in effectively preventing and managing conflicts in Africa. Issues 

such as limited resources, political will, and external interference continue to pose 

obstacles to sustainable peace and security on the continent. 

Overall, the results and findings demonstrate that APSA and PSC have made significant 

contributions to promoting peace and stability in Africa's international affairs. Through their 

coordinated efforts in conflict prevention, peacekeeping, capacity building, and mediation, 

these institutions have played a crucial role in mitigating violence and fostering peaceful 

resolutions to conflicts in the region. However, sustained efforts and greater cooperation are 

needed to address the complex challenges and ensure long-term peace and security in Africa.  

Based on the findings presented above, here are some recommendations and conclusions for 

the study on the effectiveness of the African Peace and Security Architecture (APSA) and the 

Peace and Security Council (PSC) in preventing and managing conflicts in Africa's 

international affairs: 

 

In-depth discussion on how the African Union (AU) has promoted peace and security in 

Africa through the Peace and Security Architecture (APSA) and the Peace and Security 

Council (PSC). 

The Peace and Security Architecture (APSA) of the African Union is a comprehensive 

framework designed to promote peace and security on the African continent through the 

collective efforts of African states and regional organizations. APSA consists of various 

components, including early warning systems, preventive diplomacy, peacekeeping missions, 

and post-conflict reconstruction and development initiatives (African Union Peace and Security 

Department, n.d.). 

One of the critical elements of APSA is the Peace and Security Council (PSC), which is the 

AU's main decision-making body responsible for conflict prevention, management, and 

resolution. The PSC has been instrumental in promoting peace and security in Africa by 

addressing conflicts and crises in various African countries. For instance, the PSC has played a 

significant role in addressing conflicts in countries such as South Sudan, Somalia, Mali, and the 

Central African Republic through diplomatic efforts, peace agreements, and peacekeeping 

missions (African Union Peace and Security Council, n.d.). 

The PSC has also supported conflict prevention and mediation efforts in several regions of 

Africa, working closely with regional organizations, such as the Economic Community of West 

African States (ECOWAS) and the Intergovernmental Authority on Development (IGAD), to 

resolve conflicts and maintain peace and stability (Murithi, 2015). 

Moreover, the PSC has collaborated with international partners, including the United 

Nations, to enhance peace and security in Africa. The PSC has worked closely with the UN 

Security Council on peacekeeping missions in countries such as Darfur, Somalia, and the 

Democratic Republic of the Congo, contributing to the maintenance of peace and security in 

these conflict-affected regions (Williams, 2017). 

Through its engagement with regional and international partners, as well as its own 

initiatives and mechanisms, the AU's APSA and PSC have played a crucial role in promoting 

peace and security in Africa's international affairs. By addressing conflicts, preventing violence, 
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and supporting peace building efforts, the AU has contributed to creating a more stable and 

secure environment for the continent's development and prosperity. 

APSA (African Peace and Security Architecture) and PSC (Peace and Security Council) are 

critical components of the African Union's efforts to address, prevent, and manage conflict and 

violence in Africa's international affairs. These institutions play a significant role in promoting 

peace and security on the continent through various mechanisms, including conflict prevention, 

mediation, peacekeeping operations, and post-conflict reconstruction. 

1. Conflict Prevention: APSA and PSC work together to identify early warning signs of 

potential conflicts and take proactive measures to prevent them from escalating. They 

conduct conflict analysis, engage in diplomatic efforts, and implement preventive 

diplomacy to address underlying issues that may lead to violence. 

2. Mediation and Peace building: APSA and PSC play a crucial role in mediating 

conflicts and facilitating peace processes in various African countries. They provide a 

platform for dialogue, negotiation, and reconciliation among conflicting parties to reach 

peaceful resolutions and sustainable agreements. 

3. Peacekeeping Operations: APSA and PSC are responsible for coordinating and 

deploying peacekeeping missions in conflict-affected regions to protect civilians, 

monitor ceasefires, and support peace processes. These missions help stabilize volatile 

situations and create conditions for long-term peace and security. 

4. Post-Conflict Reconstruction: After conflicts have subsided, APSA and PSC support 

efforts to rebuild communities, institutions, and infrastructure to promote stability and 

prevent a resurgence of violence. They work with local stakeholders, international 

partners, and development agencies to promote reconciliation, justice, and sustainable 

peace. 

Overall, APSA and PSC play a critical role in the African Union's efforts to address conflicts, 

prevent violence, and promote peace and security in international affairs. By enhancing 

cooperation, coordination, and capacity-building among African countries, these institutions 

contribute to building a more peaceful and stable continent.  

The African Union's Peace and Security Architecture (APSA) and the Peace and Security 

Council (PSC) have made significant efforts to prevent and manage conflicts and violence in 

Africa's international affairs. 

 

Conclusion 

Addressing the challenges facing the AU in promoting peace and security in Africa requires 

a multifaceted approach that involves political, financial, institutional, and social dimensions. 

By implementing the above recommendations and fostering cooperation among member states, 

regional organizations, and international partners, the AU can enhance its role as a key actor in 

advancing peace, stability, and prosperity on the continent. Sustainable peace and security in 

Africa will require a collective and coordinated effort to overcome existing obstacles and build 

a resilient and inclusive framework for conflict prevention and resolution.  

Here are some key ways in which they have addressed these challenges. 

1. Conflict Prevention: The APSA and PSC have implemented early warning mechanisms, 

conflict analysis, and preventive diplomacy to identify potential conflicts and intervene 

before they escalate. By engaging in dialogue, mediation, and peace building efforts, 

they seek to address the root causes of conflicts and prevent violence. 

2. Mediation and Peace building: The APSA and PSC have played a crucial role in 

mediating conflicts and facilitating peace processes in countries such as South Sudan, 

Somalia, and Mali. Through diplomatic efforts and engagement with conflicting parties, 

they aim to negotiate peaceful resolutions and promote reconciliation. 

3. Peacekeeping Operations: The APSA and PSC have coordinated and deployed 

peacekeeping missions in conflict-affected regions to protect civilians, monitor 
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ceasefires, and support peace processes. These operations contribute to stabilizing 

volatile situations and creating conditions for sustainable peace and security. 

4. Post-Conflict Reconstruction: Following the resolution of conflicts, the APSA and PSC 

have been involved in post-conflict reconstruction efforts to rebuild communities, 

institutions, and infrastructure. By supporting transitional justice, reconciliation, and 

development initiatives, they help prevent a relapse into violence. 

The APSA and PSC have demonstrated a commitment to addressing conflicts, preventing 

violence, and promoting peace and security in Africa's international affairs through their various 

mechanisms and initiatives. By working in collaboration with regional and international 

partners, these institutions play a critical role in advancing peace and stability on the continent.  

APSA (African Peace and Security Architecture) and PSC (Peace and Security Council) are 

key institutions in Africa that play a crucial role in preventing and managing conflicts and 

violence in international affairs. These institutions have evolved over the years to better address 

the complex challenges facing the continent. Below are examples and references that highlight 

how APSA and PSC have addressed conflict and violence in Africa. 

 

Prevention of Conflict through Early Warning Systems: 

   APSA and PSC have established early warning systems to identify potential conflicts 

before they escalate. One of the key mechanisms is the African Centre for the Constructive 

Resolution of Disputes (ACCORD), which provides early warning alerts and recommendations 

to policymakers. This approach has helped in preventing conflicts in several African countries. 

 

Peacekeeping and Conflict Resolution: 

PSC deploys peacekeeping missions in conflict-affected areas to stabilize the situation and 

facilitate negotiations between conflicting parties. For example, the African Union Mission in 

Somalia (AMISOM) has been instrumental in countering violence and instability in Somalia, 

demonstrating the effectiveness of regional peacekeeping efforts. 

 

Capacity Building and Institutional Support: 

APSA and PSC provide training and capacity-building programs for African countries to 

strengthen their peace and security institutions. By enhancing the capacity of member states to 

address conflicts internally, APSA and PSC contribute to long-term stability and conflict 

prevention in the region. 

 

Mediation and Conflict Resolution: 

PSC acts as a forum for mediation and conflict resolution, where member states come 

together to find diplomatic solutions to regional conflicts. The PSC's involvement in mediating 

conflicts, such as the South Sudan crisis, illustrates its commitment to resolving conflicts 

through dialogue and negotiation. In conclusion, APSA and PSC have made significant strides 

in preventing and managing conflicts and violence in Africa's international affairs. Through 

early warning systems, peacekeeping missions, capacity building, and mediation efforts, these 

institutions continue to play a crucial role in promoting peace and stability on the continent. 

 The discussion above highlights the key strategies and mechanisms employed by the 

African Peace and Security Architecture (APSA) and the Peace and Security Council (PSC) in 

preventing and managing conflicts and violence in Africa's international affairs.  

 

Recommendations 

1. Enhanced Coordination and Cooperation: There should be increased coordination and 

cooperation among APSA, PSC, regional organizations, and other stakeholders involved 

in peace and security efforts in Africa. This will help in leveraging resources, expertise, 

and strengths to address conflicts more effectively. 
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2. Investment in Early Warning Systems: Further investment in early warning systems and 

conflict prevention mechanisms is essential to identify and address potential conflicts 

before they escalate. This proactive approach can help in reducing the impact of conflicts 

on communities and promoting stability in the region. 

3. Capacity Building and Training: Continued capacity building programs should be 

prioritized to strengthen the peace and security institutions of African countries. This 

includes training personnel, enhancing infrastructure, and developing sustainable 

mechanisms for conflict management and resolution. 

4. Promotion of Inclusive Dialogue: Efforts should be made to promote inclusive dialogue 

and engage all relevant stakeholders, including civil society, women, youth, and 

marginalized groups, in conflict resolution processes. Their perspectives and experiences 

are crucial in developing sustainable peace solutions. 

5. Addressing Root Causes: There is a need to address the root causes of conflicts, such as 

poverty, political marginalization, ethnic tensions, and resource scarcity. By tackling 

these underlying issues, APSA and PSC can help in preventing the recurrence of 

conflicts in the long term. 

6. Enhance Financial Sustainability: Increase efforts to mobilize domestic resources, 

diversify funding sources, and reduce dependency on external donors. Implement 

transparent financial management practices to ensure efficient utilization of resources 

for peace and security initiatives. 

7. Build Stronger Political Will: Foster a culture of compliance with AU decisions and 

commitments through diplomatic engagement, peer pressure, and incentives for member 

states. Encourage greater political dialogue and cooperation among African leaders to 

address common challenges and promote regional integration. 

8. Invest in Capacity Building: Strengthen the AU's institutional capacity by providing 

training, technical assistance, and resources to enhance its conflict prevention, 

mediation, peacekeeping, and peace building capabilities. Develop a skilled and diverse 

workforce to effectively respond to the complex and evolving nature of conflicts in 

Africa. 

9. Promote Regional Cooperation: Encourage collaboration among regional economic 

communities and sub-regional organizations to support the AU's peace and security 

efforts. Foster partnerships with external actors, such as the United Nations, European 

Union, and other international organizations, to leverage expertise, resources, and 

political support. 

10. Improve Early Warning Systems: Enhance the effectiveness and coverage of the AU's 

early warning mechanisms by incorporating multidimensional indicators, utilizing 

technology and data analytics, and strengthening information-sharing mechanisms 

among member states and relevant stakeholders. Invest in local capacities and 

community-based early warning systems to enable timely responses to conflicts at the 

grassroots level. 

11. Empower Civil Society and Marginalized Groups: Promote inclusive peace building and 

conflict resolution processes by engaging civil society organizations, women, youth, and 

marginalized communities in decision-making and policy implementation. Create 

platforms for dialogue, participation, and empowerment to ensure diverse perspectives 

are incorporated into peace and security initiatives. 
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